


CHAIRMAN OF

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

m enjoyed the first issue of Mirror of Action of Action Unity Lanka. Now it is the time to enjoy
reading it follow up of the Second issue.

Activities implemented through the programs of AU Lanka has started bearing benefits to their
beneficiaries. Our target beneficiaries are specifically are the children and youth. The end result of
our activities shows that they have enjoyed the interventions of AU Lanka and have benefited. It is
noteworthy to say that the tremendous changes in the lives of the beneficiaries of AU Lanka is an

anchor proof of the dedicated services we have rendered through our interventions.
| am sure that this trend will continue in our future activities resulting valuable citizens in the country.

| take this opportunity to thank ChildFund for the support and guidance affording AU Lanka in
rendering valuable services to the vulnerable community in two locations namely Batticaloa and
Mullaitivu where A U Lanka is implementing their programs.

Thank you and Wish you all the best.

Mrs. Jeevakumar Makeswary
Chairman
Action Unity Lanka
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Iam sure that all of you have read the first issue of this magazine and enjoyed the result ends of
Action Unity Lanka.

In this second issue you will find much more positive results of the intervention in the areas where
we work. We are mindful of our stakeholders, the Government staff and others who assisted us in this
successful implementation of programs in both the district namely Batticaloa and Mullaitivu. Thank
you very much.

At present, when our country is gradually returning to normal after the pandemic COVID 19, the
programs and its activities are very appropriate for the present situation in returning to the original

position.”

In conclusion, our special thank goes to ChildFund National office Sri Lanka, New Zealand and

ChildFund Korea who supported financially and with care and guidance.
Thank you very much and best wishes

Mr. K. Kajandran
CEO
Action Unity Lanka
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?eading makes a man full. Reading this magazine ‘Mirror of Action of Action Unity Lanka * fill the
mind with all the positive activities carried out by AU Lanka. This second issue of the magazine just

fulfilled this. By reading this we will come to know what they have done during second half of 2023.

The articles in this issue touches lives vital section such as evading drug habits, care of disabilities
children, education of children, Children’s development though the workshops, training the
beneficiaries received both in Batticaloa and in Mullaitivu district and the opinion of sector experts.

It is also pleasing to read their coordination with relevant stakeholders in program implementation. |

am anchor sure that this will pave way for sustainability in future.

| wish all the best during their future implementation of activities bring positive results to the

Community.

Mr. Romeo De Lima
Action Unity Lanka
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We welcome to Mirror of Actions Volume 1
Issue 2

First we thank all of you readers of our 1st issue of this magazine and for the positive the feedback
we received from you.

This issue will also provide you an update of our activities and the success we have achieved
during the implementation of our programs both in Batticaloa and in Mullaitivu districts. It will be exciting
to read to know some of how our children young children and youths have focused on improving the
lifestyle for their betterment as well as motivation their peers to become good valuable citizens of this
country.

We have also received tremendous support during our intervention of program activities from
our stakeholders such as District Secretaries, their officials and other Departments. It is true that we all
undergo hardship in one way or another. However, the immense support received from all including the
beneficiaries we are making it a success. We hope this trend will continue in future intervention.

Kindly enjoy the 2nd issue of the magazine we will come back with more exciting and success of
our intervention in our coming issues.

A big Thanks to all.

Our Editorial team:

¢ Editor in Chief, Concept & Design Mr. Kandasamy Kajandran
¢ Editor (Tamil) Mr. Veluthapillai Sutharsan
e Editor (English) Mr. lan Joseph

* Proofing Mr. T.Jurison Jenaraj

* Proofing Mr. L.Romeo De Lima

Action Unity Lanka
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Nallaiyah Prabaharan (JP).
“Samasri Desa Abimani”

MA- ad, BA , Dip in Com, Eng, Karate.
Assi- Superintendent of Prison, Batticaloa.
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A FEMINISM PERSPECTIVE

ON DISABILITY AND ITS IMPACTS
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Digital Learning HUS

ction Unity Lanka has been collaborating

with the ChildFund to support child nutrition,
education, health, and protection in the Manmunai West
Divisional Secretary areas for many years. The organization
has achieved several positive impacts and transformations
in these areas.

Through school and community-related programs,
Action Unity Lanka is working towards enhancing children’s
education, particularly in numeracy, literacy, and skill
development. The establishment of Child Resource Centers
in villages where additional education is not readily
available or after-school opportunities are scarce is helping
children in this regard.

This year, the organization upgraded the Child
Resource Centers to Digital Learning Hubs (DLH) and
equipped them with necessary digital learning equipment.
Facilitators from the village were selected and trained in
digital-based education to improve children’s numeracy,
literacy, and other skill activities. Presently, Digital Learning
Centers are operational in nine villages in the Manmunai
West division, and around 540 children are benefiting
from these DLHs.

Action Unity Lanka

To enhance children’s comprehension in numeracy

at these DLHs, the Surala Nenja program was introduced.
Children are trained to complete addition, subtraction,
division, and multiplication calculations without error
within the specified time through digital devices. Last
month, around 300 children from the digital Learning
Hubs participated in the local-level digital math competition.
Out of the 58 children who won the National-level
competition, 2 children were selected for the international
round competition among 5 countries children’s. This is
bringing pride to Action Unity Lanka, the Child Fund, and
the children.

These interventions in child education have led
to positive changes, and Action Unity Lanka is confident
that it will provide the country with educated and confident
children who can face the digital and educational challenges
of the future.

Prepared By:

K. Satheeskumar
Coordinator Education
Action Unity Lanka
Batticaloa




‘CHILDREN FEEL SAFE

WHERE PARENTS EASED FOR INCOMF’

Key objective of AU Lanka is “parent/caregivers ensure child protection measures are applied in their homes
and communities with advance knowledge on child protection, safety and security.”

The challenges to be overcome are

¢ Highest Number of wells are unprotected, which are used by all the family members on daily basis
¢ Probability of slipping in to a well as adults and children is comparatively high
¢ During monsoon polluted flood water enter in to the well.

¢ Falling in communicable deceases such as dehydration among family members, especially children.

Why Many number of unprotected wells

¢ |Insufficient monthly income,

e Agriculture wells cannot meet the need for irrigation, Expenditure exceeds income due to unwanted habits,
Les Support from community organizations.

¢ Permanent shelter doesn’t couple with a protected well.

Below are Key findings

Seriousness of Unprotection in wells Monthly Income

< 16,000
B Too danger
W Danger ® 16,000 to
W Less danger 23,088

M 26,000 <

m<6 M Reasonable
6 to 10 = Poct
=11 to 18 ® Very poor

Mirror of Actions




Why More attention to be given to Mullaitheevu District and UdayarKaddu GN?

GDP Last Nationally and Northern Provincially

Unprotected Wells Highest Nationally and Northern Provincially

Community Engaged Solution process

Presented assessment findings to DS officials and NGOs

Selected 11 families with Under five children on board to support for protective Fence for wells, by lead mothers
with the recommendation of GN.

Match funding with AUL allocation of Rs.25, 000 Ikr Completed by Household with their contribution.

Worthiness’ of spending

Parents feel safe about their children even if they are away from them

Water pollution by debris of flood fully prevented

Water pumping system could be established for small and medium Vegetable Gardening

A. Ajanthan
Former Program Coordinator - LS1
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Grade - 5§ Scholarship Examination and its
impacts of Education in Sri Lanka

- By Mr.K.Sathiyanathan.
SLEAS -1. Zonal Director of Education. (Retired). BA.Dip in Edu(Merit).
MSc Library Sc. BA Sociology.

Grade -5 Scholarship Examination and its
impacts of Education in Sri Lanka

In Sri Lanka there are three primary examinations
are held in formal education system. They are grade 5
scholarship examination, G.C.E Ordinary examination and
G.C.E advance level examination.

The formal education of ordinary level examination
pave way to decide the direction the student should
continue in future. The students of the advance level
examination ensures the continuation of their studies in
the University. The students who do well in the ordinary
level examination have the opportunity to choose their
subject for advance level and enter the university and
obtain their desired Degree. Those who decide not to go
for higher education, have the opportunity to enter the
business related vocational or technical training for their
future. But the Grade 5 scholarship examination does not
have such goals as above. This examination has two
objectives. The student who pass the examination can
choose any prominent school to continue their studies
from grade 6 onwards and secondly those students’ families
under the poverty line could obtain financial assistance
from the government to continue their studies. These are
the main objectives for introducing this system in free
education by Father of education Dr.C WW. Kannankara.
In my experience in1965, due to my parents income level
| was not allowed to sit the grade 5 examination.

Past history reveals that this system worked well
during the past years. Teachers and students were directed
in correct direction. The dedicated teaching, being truthful
for their assignment, the students viewing them as gods,
teachers expectation that students should not toil in vain
with their hard work, the cooperation given by the parents
as to efforts taken by the teachers should not go vain, are
the three main reasons for success.

When time passed by the purpose of the Grade
5 scholarship examination deviated. Even though the

educationist does not fully agrees with this the sociologist
bravely come forward and fully agree with this. This
examination has pushed the original purpose and has
emerged as a big examination.

Now the grade 5 scholarship examination is viewed
as a very important examination other than all others in
education circle. It is jokingly stated that even though the
students prepare for this examination the parents also
jointly studying along with them missing the purpose of
the exam.

In educational sector, students’ soundness of
mind is very important. When students are preparing for
grade 5 scholarship examination, the question arises
whether this is contributing to it. There should be both
teaching and learning, but only simply teaching is done
from morning till evening when preparing for the
examination.

Honoring the schools, Teachers, Principals and
the elevated position of the parents are upheld by this
examination. Hence, it is common to see students are
forced in order to get best results of the examination. In
addition, the principals devour the opportunity for some
students in order to get best percentage results for their
school. In some other schools, the preparation begins at
grade 4 and teachers have classes on no schooling days
starting laying the foundation.

Itis normal, the Grade 5 scholarship examination
results are shown as the progress of the schools. It is
common, when the parents are informed of the results,
school administration is praised by them thinking that this
the progress of the school. This has had a sensitive effect
on parents to encourage and make effort to have good
results to their children, thinking whatever the school
administration does is for the “betterment” of their
children. This way of thinking is diversified among the
people whether they are learned or illiterate.

Mental situation of the children are not recognized.
Children do not have time for their extracurricular activities.




They are cramped down without time for sports activities
and time for fun. They do not have time to learn as their
time is consumed by teachers’ teaching along with parents.

In addition to the normal schooling time, extra free time
is spent on special classes. This is carried out in almost all
the schools. As soon as the normal school hours are over,
they get ready for the special classes. The fact that how
long it will take to understand what is taught to students
are not taken into consideration at all.

Further, at the same time, the duration taken by
both teachers and students are not taken into consideration.
They come early at 7:00 am and leave at 3:00 pm. This
long period of time being daily affects them physically.

When both male and female students come back
from school, they are not in position to do their day to
day activities. Within half an hour they go back to several
private tuition classes taken by their parents. They think
that more tuition classes will benefit their children. This
shows that they doubt indirectly the teaching ability of
teachers in schools.

During the past 3 decades, there was no need for
private tuition classes. No one can deny that the present
education scholars are the ones taught by teachers at
schools. When a student receives low rank in a subject,
the teacher who taught the subject conduct extra classes
after the school sessions are over and for this do not get
any additional remuneration. Even now when older people
see their former teachers irrespective age give their due
respect.

Today the teachers are viewed as businessmen.
This has paved way for students to think that private tuition
classes are necessary for them. Teachers take advantage
of factors like, the large syllabus, increase in number of
the students, distraction of students resulting in the parents
taking this as normal. Hence parents are justified of this
they are eager to send their children for tuition classes.
This is embedded in their mind and send then for grade
5 scholarship examination. Children have to get up early
at 4:00 am and they are back at 3:00 pm without any let
up. This is also a form of harassment.

Nowadays instead of students ability, their
achievement, teachers handwork and enthusiasm of the
students have surpassed and it has become parent’s
financial status, their knowledge, private tuition classes
and other factors take priorities. This has created a
competitive environment, depriving of the opportunity
to show their natural ability of students from low income
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families. This is happening every time when the results of
the examination are released. The fact is if a genuine
survey is conducted, it will be noticed that most students
who come from cities and town are fairing well but not
the ones from rural or who comes from families living
under poverty line. They do not need the governmental
support. This diminish the purpose of the scholarship
examination of the government.

In contrast, the students from rural or village level
due to inadequate resources fair less in the examination.
They are unable to cope up with the competitive sprite,
inability to send their children to private tuition classes.
Hence, this is not addressing where the need is wanted
and the purpose is lost.

Further, it can be seen both the students who do
not get good ranks are affected mentally whether it may
be town or rural areas. They think that they have been
marginalized and pushed back. When their relatives,
friends and the parents’ family members ask about their
results they are embarrassed to tell them. This situation
is prolonged even for more than 2 years.

Therefore, the facts such as rural students not
having the opportunities, not addressing the needs of the
students, depression caused by not getting the required
results and the invasion of private tuition classes and the
mechanical learning should be taken into consideration
and the educational authorities of the examination division
should review the procedure of this emanation using new
strategies, the intended objective will be achieved by the
children of families under poverty line to obtain the
government’s offer of subsidy for their education.

Herewith | mention Shocking research results

From the record of Dr. Ziyad Aia, in Sri Lanka

Does Sri Lanka’s Grade 5 Scholarship exam predict true
intellectual ability / university admission?

After the publication of Scholarship Results, 2
different opinions are shared, one is to console the children
who scored less than the cut-off and the otheris to blunt
the children who are selected.

1. Many people who have passed the Scholarship exam
have missed to pass at the Advanced Level.

2. Scholarship exam does not predict future. Those who
fail to achieve in it are successful in Advanced Level.




Both opinions are shared by one or two people
found somewhere in society.

Are these scientifically proven? A related study
can be used as evidence for this question.

Researcher: Ashani Abayasekara: Research Officer, Institute
of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS)

This study utilizes data from students who scored
exceptionally well in the 2008 scholarship exam.

The study was carried outin 2017 assuming that
a fifth grader in 2008 would sit for A-levels in 2017.
(Retrospective Study)

Specifically, a random sample of 859 students
from reputed schools was selected from a total of 32,405
students who scored above the Cutoff score in Scholarship
in 2008. The 2017 A-level results of these students were
examined.

Successin Scholarship- How is it related to university
admission

The study showed that 80% of the selected sample
of the top scorers in the Scholarship exam passed the
A-level exam and qualified for university admission.

Also, a majority of these students qualified in the
science stream (86%) which covers the subjects that are
considered as important in today’s knowledge-based
economy.

What about income levels of scholarship passed
students?

This is another important question. Status of High
Scorers in Scholarship from Underprivileged Background?

Scholarship aims to help poor students. Encouragingly,
the overall average of university qualifying students and
the average of different subject streams do not differentiate
between students from poor (scholarship pass financial
aid) and non-poor (scholarship pass non-financial aid)

families.

In fact, poor students make the most progress in
the fields of biological science and technology.

Million Doller Question:

Do high scorers on scholarship tests really do
better than others?

While the consistently satisfactory performance
(80%) of scholarship students with high scores is a positive
observation, shows the average A-level exam performance
from these schools in 2017 between those who scored
high in the Scholarship exam and those who scored low
or below the cut-off score.

There is no statistically significant difference in
the number of students qualifying for university between
the two groups of students.

Especially in Colombo based schoolsin 2017 it is
also noteworthy that more students who did not qualify
for the scholarship were selected for university.

1. This project has been done focusing on popular urban
schools. The situation of rural schools also  needs
to be studied.

2. Also 2017 A/L 1st attempt options are considered.
2nd, 3rd attempts should also be considered.

3. More such studies should be done at school and
university levels to get a proper conclusion.

Based on this research

1. 80% of the students who qualify the scholarship exam
enter the university but 20% drop out (at 1st attempt).

2. Itisclearthat Performance in Scholarship Examination
does not depend in any way on University Examination.

So, it is wrong to measure a child’s knowledge level or
decide the future by the result of scholarship.

Mr.K.Sathiyanathan,
Secretary,

Board of Director,
Action Unity Lanka.

“HEALTHY
AND
SECURED CHILDRENS”




It’s truly heartwarming to hear about the
remarkable progress and positive transformation that
Suthaharan Thinushan has experienced at Thimbilee
Child Resource Centre in Puthukudiyiruppu in Mullaitivu
District.

Suthaharan Thinushan is a nine years old grade
4 male child studying at Thimbilee primary school in
Puthukudiyiruppu. His father is Suthaharan is 36, works
as a mason and his mother is Usha is a housewife.
Thinushan joined the Thimbilee Child Resource Centre
in 2022 and he attends very regular to the educational
activities. His moral character is very good and very
enthusiastic and eager to learn. Thinushan’s initial
challenges with reading, writing, and social interaction
are not uncommon, and it’s wonderful to see how the
center provided him with personalized attention and a
supportive environment. The efforts to boost his
confidence, encourage leadership within his group, and
provide peer support were crucial in his development.
[t'simpressive how he progressed from letter recognition
toreading sentences and paragraphs, ultimately improving
his numeracy skills as well.

The inclusion of SEL activities, such as educational
games, singing, dancing, and play, in the curriculum
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undoubtedly played a significant
*/d role in helping Thinushan

{ | overcome his nervousness and
become more adaptable. SEL
{ activities not only promote
academic growth but also
contribute to psychological and
mental well-being.

It's heartening to know
that Thinushan has become a
role model for his peers,
motivating them to engage in
educational activities at the Child
Resource Centre. His journey is
a source of inspiration and hope
for others facing similar
8| challenges, and it reflects the
positive impact that continuous

m P |

attendance, motivation, facilitation, self-reflection, and
practice can have on a child’s development.

The support and dedication of the Facilitators
and the positive changes in Thinushan'’s life have not
only benefited him but have also made his family proud.
He indeed has the potential to become a change agent
and inspire other children to overcome educational and
social integration challenges. Thinushan’s story is a
testament to the power of education and a supportive
community.

Anton Jegan Rajaretham
Coordinator LS 2 Puthukudiyiruppu,
AU Lanka.
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A Struggle to achieve being a Protective Parentship

| am Santhirakumar Nirishani from the
resettlement village of Venavil in Puthukudiruppu
Divisional Secretary division. My daughter is Premini
and she is an enrolled child of Action Unity Lanka
enrolled in the year 2022 when she was one year
old.

As a mother of an enrolled child, | had the
opportunity in participating the several programs/
training sessions conducted by Action Unity Lanka
for mother who have children from1 year to 6 years.
According to Action Unity Lanka, this is known as life
stage 1, programs. The program known as Responsive
Protecting Parentship (RPP) is a well-designed program
for mothers having feeding children. This program
includes nutritious food feeding program and peace
building in the family circles.

| made good use of this program. | can say,
that | was made fully aware of child development
process by providing nutritious food to my child,
which is related to both physical growth as well as
mental growth.” | was not aware of this earlier, but
when | attended to the 2nd phase of the program
activities interventions, | made a positive change in
my life and | was able to see the rapid growth of her
child.

Further, | wish to add that before | attended
the program, my child was underweighting against

Action Unity Lanka
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her age and | was highly worried about
this. | admit that | lacked in my knowledge
of providing nutritious meal to my child.
But, during the training sessions, | was
made aware of this by this RPP Program.
The lead mother who organised this, took
personal attention on each and every
participant and ensure that the knowledge
is disseminated to everyone. She is Mrs.
Jukenthiny | am thankful to her and AUL
as she advised us on to give the children
different types of nutritious food. Now |
own a vegetable garden.

As mentioned earlier, this RPP Program address
the family issues too. | had family disputes and was
warried about her child’s future. When the training
was conducted, my husband also had an opportunity
to attend and get involved in the sessions. This paved
way for him also understand that peace in family circle
is very vital for children’s growth. Special focus was
made on effective communication and conflict
resolution at these program sessions.

I am happy to say that | was selected to be
one of the beneficiaries for domestic poultry. Action
Unity Lanka provided me with required items for
poultry rearing as well as skills to do poultry farming
in addition to home gardening. The eggs and vegetables
| collect are used for my family consumption and the
balance marketable surplus is sold in open market
which is an addition income for my family.

Finally, | wish to say that my success is not only my
child but my whole family for which | am thankful to
AUL to this type of wonderful interventions targeting
a holistic development approach of a child and creating
peace in family circles.

Santhirakumar Nirushani
Venavil,
Puthukkudiyiruppu.




The Creative changes by psychosocial support program ( CFS)

Yogarasa Sanjayan is 14 years of age and now
is very happy and disciplined young boy living in
Thevipuram village in Puthukudrippu DSD in Mullaitivu
district. He comes from an enrolled family (his sister is
a sponsored child). Earlier he was a very laze boy and
did not support his parents as well as his two sisters.
Due to his laziness, he does not even do his own work.

His father is a daily waging earning employee
and his mother does community services. She is a lead
mother. He was a facilitator for Child friendly space(
ChildFund and Action Unity Lanka) and supported the
members of Child Development Committee members.
As he continued, he supported and participated in CFS
activities in FY 2023. This has caused to relieve the
crucial situation he had during the past such as lazy
feeling and unhealthy situation.

Now, he happily participates in all his school
activities and also involves himself in creative activities
such as modifying the coconut shells into beautiful
handicraft toys. He has made this as a hobby and teaches
others too to be very busy. On the other hand, the
children who were marked as ‘smart phone users’,
‘addicted online web users’ and also children who are
used to get involved in gossip are now encouraged by
Sanjayan to keep themselves busy and new positive
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attitude is created in them. He himself is now a role
model an is extremely very happy. To site an example
of his creative activities, last week the Child Protection
and Advocacy team implemented a life skill education
program for children of the age 12-16 children. During
the training Sanjayan came up with his creative activities
of items made of coconut shell by himself and shared
his experience with other 140 children, youth and VCDC
members who were gathered there. This is an excellent
way see positive changes in the community.

It is a normal routine habit that Sanjayan meets
his school mates during the weekends especially with
those attached to life skill education program. The
District Child Rights promoting Officer of Mullaitivu
district is planning to reform the District Child Council
taking into consideration the experience shared by
Sanjayan to motivate the children in Mullaitivu Area.

Documented By P.Nanthakumar

CP and Advocacy,
AU Lanka
19/02/2024




POSITIVE

CHANGE IN THE
LIFE OF A YOUTH

Sivapalan Dilaxshan, also known as Isaichchudar,
hailed from the town of Udauyarkaddu South, Kuravil.
Born from a very poor family, his father is a farm
labourer while his mother runs a micro-level bites
production industry. Amidst the backdrop of struggle,
Isaichchudar emerged as a beacon of hope, the eldest
son among four sisters, each with their own dreams
and aspirations.

Turning nineteen marked
a pivotal moment in Isaichchudar’s
life. Having passed four subjects
in his O/L examination in 2020,
he found himself at a crossroads,
disinterested in the prospect of
sitting for the exams again.
Instead, fueled by a passion for
mechanics and a love for the thrill
of cycling, he joined at a motor
bike garage in Mallavi to hone
his mechanical skills. However,
fate had other plans, and personal
reasons led him to part ways with
the garage, leaving him in search
of his next endeavor.

It was on the winding
roads of cycle racing that
Isaichchudar found solace and
success, clinching prizes at the
provincial, district, and divisional
levels. His talent did not go unnoticed, catching the
attention of AU Lanka, an organization dedicated to
empowering youth through skill development. Invited
to a career planning workshop, Isaichchudar’s
unconventional appearance-reminiscent of a rowdy-
masked a demeanor of true gentleness and ambition.
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Isaichchudar is an enrolled
youth having his case number
00174. AU Lanka, recognizing his
potential, delved deeper, visiting
. Isaichchudar’s humble abode
and meeting with his parents to
discuss opportunities for youth
skill development. It was here
that the idea of vocational training
took root, with AU Lanka offering
~ Isaichchudar a chance to pursue
a bakery course-a field ripe with demand and
opportunity.

Despite initial reservations, Isaichchudar
embraced the opportunity wholeheartedly, spurred
by his mother’s involvement
in bites production. AU Lanka
facilitated every step, from
registration to covering the
course fees and even providing
monthly bus fare. With
determination and discipline,
Isaichchudar immersed
himself in the bakery course,
transforming not only his
appearance but also his
outlook on life.

Today, Isaichchudar
stands as a testament to the
transformative power of
education and opportunity.
From a youth on the fringes,
he has blossomed into a
change agent, carving his path
towards a brighter future-one
loaf of bread at a time. His
journey, championed by AU
Lanka, serves as a living
testament to the untapped potential within every
young individual, waiting to be unleashed with the
right guidance and support.

Story written by,

T. Jurison,
Program Manager,
AUL, Puthukkudiyiruppu

Action Unity Lanka



Introduction:

AU Lanka organized an exposure visit to the Jaffna International Trade Fair for youths from Puthukkudiyiruppu
in the Mullaitivu district. Puthukkudiyiruppu, situated approximately 200 km away from Jaffna, has limited
access to the economic, industrial, and business opportunities available in the larger city. This visit aimed to
provide 21 enrolled youths with exposure to industrial and business environments beyond their locality, fostering
ideas for micro-industrial initiatives.

Background:

Puthukkudiyiruppu is isolated from major
economic centers like Jaffna, hindering youths” exposure
toindustrial and business activities. Limited transportation
options, coupled with financial constraints, restrict
their ability to access such opportunities. Recognizing
this gap, AU Lanka organized the visit to the Jaffna
International Trade Fair to broaden the youths’ horizons
and inspire entrepreneurial initiatives.

Objectives:

1. Provide exposure to industrial and business environments outside Puthukkudiyiruppu.
2. Facilitate interactions between youths and local industrialists and service providers.
3. Stimulate idea generation and promote micro-industrial initiatives among the participants.

4. Support the development of business projects under AU Lanka’s Life Stage 03 program in Puthukkudiyiruppu.

Activities:

The 21 enrolled youths participated in the Jaffna
International Trade Fair, which featured a diverse range
of exhibitors, including international, national, and local
businesses showcasing their products and services.
Throughout the visit, the participants engaged with
industrialists, especially local entrepreneurs and service
providers. They observed various industrial and business
setups, gaining insights into different sectors and
operations.
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Outcomes:
1. Enhanced Exposure: The exposure visit provided participants with firsthand experience of industrial and

business environments outside their locality, broadening their perspectives.

2. Networking Opportunities: Interactions with local industrialists and service providers enabled the youths
to establish valuable connections and learn from experienced professionals.

3. lIdea Generation: Exposure to diverse businesses and products stimulated creativity and idea generation
among the participants, laying the groundwork for potential micro-industrial initiatives.

4. Actionable Insights: Insights gathered during the visit will inform AU Lanka’s initiatives in Puthukkudiyiruppu,

guiding the development and activation of micro projects under the Life Stage 03 program.

Conclusion:

The exposure visit to the Jaffna International Trade Fair was a valuable opportunity for youths from
Puthukkudiyiruppu to gain exposure to industrial and business environments beyond their locality. Through
interactions with local industrialists and observation of diverse exhibits, the participants garnered insights
that can drive future entrepreneurial endeavors. AU Lanka remains committed to supporting the development
of micro-industrial initiatives in Puthukkudiyiruppu, leveraging the learnings from this visit to empower

youths and foster economic growth in the region.
Report by:

T. Jurison,
Program Manager,
AU Lanka, Puthukkudiyiruppu.

Action Unity Lanka
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ACHIEVEMENT ON HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT AND WELLBEING

OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN PUTHUKKUDIYIRUPPU

Report by,
T. Jurison, Program Manager, AU Lanka, Puthukkudiyiruppu

Action Unity Lanka (AU Lanka) plays a vital role in implementing programs focused on the holistic
development and well-being of children and youths in the Puthukkudiyiruppu Divisional Secretariat division
in Mullaitivu district since July 2020. Here’s a breakdown of key aspects of AU Lanka’s operations:

1. Partnership with ChildFund Sri Lanka: AU Lanka operates as one of the programs implementing partners
of ChilFund Sri Lanka. Child Sponsorship serves as the primary funding source for their programs.

2. Focus Areas: AU Lanka concentrates on several crucial areas including nutrition, health, child development,
child protection, education for children, and skill development along with leadership qualities for youths.

3. Enrollment and Sponsorship: AU Lanka has over 3,000 enrolled children, with more than 2,700 of them
being sponsored children in the targeted division.

BENIFITS FROM SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

New Enrolment at .Mnikapuram Sponsor visits to AU Lanka Puthukkudiyiruppu

4. Program Structure: Programs are divided into three life stages: Life Stage 1 (0-5 years), Life Stage 2 (6-14
years), and Life Stage 3 (15-24 years). Each stage caters to the specific needs and developmental milestones
of children and youths.
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OVERCOMING CONSTRAINTS IN EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Leadership Program at Puthukkudiyiruppu RC Career Plan workshop for youth in Udaiyarkaddu

5. Proposal Submission and Fund Allocation: AU Lanka submits proposals to ChildFund Sri Lanka during the
financial year (July - June), outlining planned activities to enhance the well-being of target children and
communities. Upon approval, funds are allocated for implementation.

6. Cross-Cutting Programs: AU Lanka addresses various cross-cutting programs such as Disaster Risk Reduction,
Child Protection, and Disability Inclusion, ensuring a comprehensive approach to child welfare.

- 24 -

Action Unity Lanka




ENHANCEMENT OF CHILDRENS RIGHT AND THEIR PROTECTION

o .- a : Y
Children Clubs Activities at DS Office Mobile Birth and Death Certificates Event at DS PTK
7. Community Engagement and Communication: AU Lanka actively engages with children, parents, communities,

stakeholders, and other NGOs to foster a supportive environment for child development. Communication
channels include volunteer Lead Mothers and Child Resource Centre Facilitators.

“ | i 'I'

Training to NCPS Staff in Jaffna DCDC Meeting in Mullaitivu

8. Educational Support: AU Lanka provides educational support through evening learning activities facilitated
by Child Resource Centre Facilitators, aimed at improving literacy and numeracy skills among underperforming
children.

9. Youth Empowerment and Skill Development: AU Lanka implements school-based programs to enhance
the skill development and leadership qualities of youths, particularly those in Life Stage 3

10. Child Protection and Advocacy: AU Lanka implements Child Protection and Advocacy programs through
various community structures such as Village Child Development Committees, Children Clubs, and Alliance
Youth to End Violence Against Children (AYEVAC). This includes awareness sessions and creating safe spaces
for children to express themselves.

11. Reporting Mechanisms: AU Lanka ensures effective child abuse reporting mechanisms through collaboration
with relevant authorities such as CRPO, NCPA, and Child Fund, facilitating timely intervention and support
for affected children.

12. Stakeholders Engagement: AU Lanka supports the organization of village, divisional, and district-level Child
Development Committee meetings, promoting stakeholders’ involvement and ownership of child welfare
initiatives.

13. Overall, AU Lanka’s multifaceted approach underscores its commitment to fostering the well-being and
development of children and youths in the targeted communities.
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